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A window on everyday life that I 
could observe while living in the 
Middle East... 

 

   

Generation Without Fathers 
Growing up in war  
in the Middle East 

 

This book, born from the author's daily life experience in 
the Middle East, tells the story behind the scenes, 
dispelling widespread clichés and reminding us that the risk 
of an oversimplified narrative distorts and hinders the 
understanding of history and peoples. From the first 
reportage on the traces of the kidnapping of the Italian 
collaborator, Rossella Urru, in Algeria in 2012, to life in 
Gaza, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and in Israel, 
until the outbreak of war in the summer of 2014, the 
narrative continues in Lebanon, with political interviews at 
the top of Hezbollah, ministers in Iraq and on the front, in 
Mosul, during the offensive against the Islamic State, with 
jihadists and their victims. A text rich in anecdotes that 
highlights the contradictions of life in the Middle East, of 
which little is read in the West, and the nuances of the 
complicated everyday life in these countries, at times with 
paradoxical and comical implications. 

  

Gaja Pellegrini Bettoli 
worked for the United 
Nations in Gaza as a 
press officer and at the 
European Parliament and 
the Commission in 
Brussels.  He publishes 

political and jihadist articles from the Middle 
East for LIMES, including an exclusive 
interview with the Deputy Secretary of 
Hezbollah. He has published interviews and 
reports from the Middle East for Corriere della 
Sera. A journalist and publicist, she has been 
involved in reportages on the Mosul front in 
Iraq and political interviews in Lebanon, Iraq, 
Algeria, Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory (OPT). She has participated as a 
guest analyst from Beirut for the TGCOM24 
with over 40 appearances since 2016. He 
publishes articles on politics and political 
economy in English with Think Tanks and 
international newspapers: Carnegie, Al-
Jazeera, Middle East Eye, Al-Monitor, EU 
Observer, SyriaLebanon, Zenith Magazine, 
SyriaDeeply, Informant, France24, 
Opendemocracy and the Atlantic Treaty 
Association.  Gaja has a Masters in Economic 
History from the London School of Economics 
and a degree in Political Science. He is fluent 
in English, Italian, French, Spanish and, at an 
elementary level, Arabic. 
 

Other titles by Gaja Pellegrini Bettoli: 
Generazione senza padri, Shake-Up America. 
 

     
 

   


